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DID YOU KNOW THAT...

Each house costs approxi-
mately $60,000

90% of your donation goes 
directly to building homes

Recipients provide the land 
on which their new house is 
built

Volunteers pay all their own 
expenses, including airfare

13 homes have been built by 
Joshua House Fund: 

•

•

•

•

•

Hi! We are the Patrick 
family -  Doug, Sharon, 
Dylan, and Trevor. We 
applied for a house with 
the Joshua House Fund in 
the year of  2003.  We were 
told that it would take about 
7 years but just before we 
dropped off  the letter we 
prayed over it and about the 
year of  2005 we were told 
that we were chosen.  Now 
let me add that my husband 
is not a dead beat . . . he has 
worked all of  his life and 
took care of  us, the kids and 
us did not want for nothing.  

But then my husband got 
sick, and we had no idea 
what the future held. 

When the day finally came 
when the Joshua House crew 
arrived I cannot explain what 

mixed emotions we had 
- happy that God sent them 
our way but sad that it had 
to come down to someone 
else doing for us what we 
always dreamed of  doing 
for ourselves. I mean not 
that we are ungrateful, oh 
my goodness we are, and 
we cherish them and our 
HOME!!!  We have been in 
our home for about 2 1/2 
years and it is so great.  They 
did a wonderful job.  This 
house is and will always be 
taken care of. I want them to 
know that their money was 

not wasted 
on this home 
and all their 
hard work is 
appreciated.

Now I 
cook for 
the Joshua 
House crew 
when they’re 
here building 
houses for 
other people.  
We get to 
meet new 

people and I can be proud 
that they eat my cooking, 
especially my biscuits. 
Meeting these people is such 
a blessing and we are so 
happy that they are in our 

lives not because they built us 
a home but because they are 
wonderful people who come 
down on their vacations 
from work to help people 
who need them. I guess one 
of  God’s plans was that he 
wanted to add more dear 
friends in our lives. 

And once again we want 
to give you all the thanks that 
we have, and we hope that 
someday we will be able to 
return the good deeds that 
you all bring to us. You just 
remember when we say that 
we love you all, we really do 
mean it.

AT HOME  W ITH  THE PATR ICK  FAMILY

BY SHARON PATRICK
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That’s what we are now 
called given that Dennis Sr. 
and Jr. have been on two 
Joshua House trips to Ken-
tucky.  Both proved to be ex-
periences of  a lifetime but the 
second was even more special 
as we had the rest of  the Shea 
clan including Mom, Caitlin 
and Brian along with us.  It 
is fun to reflect on both the 
progress and the differences 
between the two experiences.  
It’s also easy to forget the 
angst we initially felt as we 
embarked on our first build-
ing adventure given we were 
not experienced in the finer 
arts of  house construction by 
any stretch of  the imagina-
tion!

Instead of  angst, excite-
ment preceded our second 
trip.  It is now clear to us that 
there is a certain comfortable 
rhythm to Kentucky that we 
did not expect to find.  This 
rhythm is there despite work-
ing with different families, 
volunteers and carpenters.  
We’ve struggled for the right 
word to describe the feeling 
and the best we can come up 
with is rhythm.

It is the rhythm of  the joy 
in seeing what hard work and 
commitment can produce, it 
is the exhilaration on the face 
of  the children as they watch 

their home rising before their 
eyes, it is the warmth and 
friendliness of  the local folks 
as they witness the progress 
and share experiences, it is 
the good and patient humor 
the carpenters show when we 
make a mistake or ask what 
must be a naïve question and 
it is the strong friendships 
that are built as we all build a 
home together.

Our group had an ambi-
tious task two years ago 
as we set out to build two 
houses for deserving fami-
lies and a quilting room so 
Elva Vanover would have a 
comfortable place to sew her 
works of  art.  We accom-
plished a lot that week, more 
than we ever expected given 
our lack of  building skill and 
experience.  Yet when we left, 
it was not complete as the 
houses were framed, sided 
and fully enclosed but they 
were not yet homes.  There 
were tears in the eyes of  the 
families in appreciation of  
what we had done and more 
than a few tears of  happiness 
and amazement in our group.  
It was a very emotional time 
for all.

The rhythm was there two 
years later when we returned.   
We again set about building 
two houses for two new won-

derful and deserving families.  
The warmth and friendship 
these families exhibited was 
the same as two years earlier 
and again made us feel at 
home.  It is truly amazing 
that there can be so many de-
serving and good people who 
can benefit from our help and 
how much we benefit from 
the help we offer; it seems to 
be a perfect virtuous circle 
and a wonderful place to 
make lasting friendships.

One of  
those friend-
ships is with 
Sharon and 
Doug Patrick.  
We worked on 
their house on 
our trip two 
years ago.  This 
year, Sharon 
and Doug 
volunteered to 
prepare lunch 
each day for 
our crew and 
it was a thrill 
to see them along with their 
kids.  Good food, cold drinks 
and warm smiles go a long 
way after a morning of  ham-
mering nails.   Sharon and 
Doug could not wait for us to 
come and see what was now 
their home.  

This was an exciting 
visit for us.  This house we 
labored over two years earlier 
was now a beautiful home 
housing a lovely family.  I’m 
not sure who was more proud 

of  the house, Sharon and 
Doug or the two of  us!  We 
went from there to Elva’s to 
see how her quilting room 
was fairing.  It was fantastic, 
a combination of  a spotless 
workroom and a gallery to 
exhibit her finest work.  It 
seemed like a dream come 
true for everyone.

We often run from task to 
task at work or from school 
to activities to homework 
and fail to take the time to 

appreciate what is happening 
around us.  That doesn’t seem 
to happen in Kentucky as 
time, at least for us, moves in 
a more comfortable rhythm.  
You can both be a part of  and 
witness truly fantastic and life 
altering change.  In our view, 
what happens there is life 
changing both for the families 
and volunteers; it certainly 
has been for us.  

REPEAT OFFENDERS

BY DENNIS SHEA, SR. AND JR.

$ % & ' ( ) * + # , ( & + * % & - # . , ( / 0 1 + + & 2 * ( / ( , 3 & 4

, 2 4 , * 4 # ( ' 2 5 4 , ) & * % & 6 & # 1 * , - 1 ( 2 & 7

% ' . & 6 1 , ( * 6 / 8 ' 4 % 1 # 9 ' 1 4 & : 1 2 )

3 ' ( 1 2 * & & + 4 ;

<
, 4 * & + 4 = , > # / ( # # 2 ) ? # 4 4 # 2 ) + # = , * 0 % & ( ( ( ' ' > - ' + 7 # + ) * '

. ' 3 , 2 5 * ' * % & , + 2 & 7 7 # + . % ' . & # ( ' 2 5 7 , * % * % & , + @ # + & 2 * 4

# 2 ) * 7 ' 4 , 6 ( , 2 5 4 ;



Page 3JHF House Building Journal

When asked to write this article 
about the differences in lifestyle between 
Darien, Connecticut and McCreary 
County, Kentucky, a few obvious differ-
ences came to mind. I could start this 
piece with a clichéd bit about all those 
differences, the things we have that they 
don’t have, such as our wealth, high 
profile jobs, and great schools. However, 
I won’t dwell on that list because those 
differences are not important and don’t 
make up the central difference I noticed. 

The thing that really sets life in Ken-
tucky apart from life in Darien is the 
passage of  time. Time seemed to move 
slower, and each day seemed longer 
even though we were busy working and 
playing hard for most of  the trip. The 
people down there are more laid back 
which is probably part of  the reason that 
time seems to be elongated. By that I 
don’t mean that the people we met were 

lazy or apathetic; instead 
it was as though they ac-
cepted that time passes and 
experienced every moment. 
Experiencing life can be 
done by building a house, 
watching clouds pass in the 
sky, or spending time with 
loved ones. Life doesn’t 
have to be lived in a rush 
to be experienced, which 
is one of  the things that I 
learned while in Kentucky. 

Sometimes in my life, 
it seems like I’m rushing 
from activity to activity 
without experiencing all the great things 
life has to offer or thinking about any-
thing other than getting to the destina-
tion. Maybe an easier way to explain 
the difference in life in Kentucky versus 
that in Darien is to use a hackneyed 

classroom quote, “Life’s a journey, not 
a destination”. Too often in Darien, 
it becomes all about the destination, 
while in Kentucky it was about enjoying 
the journey to the destination. Take it 
from me - that journey was amazing to 
experience.

TWO COMMUNITIES  COMPARED

BY CATHERINE TREESH

HOW ARE RECIPIENTS  CHOSEN?
In a land of  need how do we chose? The application pro-

cess starts with Mike Jones, who lives in McCreary County 
Kentucky and works with families in need. He identifies 
potential candidates, gives them an application and reviews 
the completed application for accuracy. Families are required 
to show proof  of  income for all household members as well 
as proof  that they own land on which a home could be built. 
Once the applications are complete, Mike presents the can-
didates to the Joshua House board members for their con-
sideration. After the board selects a recipient, the prospec-
tive homeowner is required to attend budgeting and home 
maintenance classes. Some are also required to get their High 

School equivalency diploma. This is key as we want to make 
sure that the recipients have the tools they need to care for 
their new homes.

This process sounds simple and straightforward but given 
the demand for housing it can take several years between the 
time an application is received and the time the home will be 
built. Some years, such as this past year, we have the budget 
and infrastructure to build two homes and the board is able 
to select two recipients. Most years we can select only one 
recipient which increases the wait time. 

For those folks that have applied and are waiting we offer 
hope each summer as the group returns to build one more 
house. Next year could be their year.

WHY  DOES THE  JOSHUA  HOUSE FUND  BUI LD  HOMES IN  KENTUCKY ?
Here are some of  the statistics about McCreary County in Kentucky, the location of  all 

but one house that Joshua House Fund has built:

Per capita income (2000) - $9,896 - 21st in the 
nation on the list of  poverty areas
Percent of  residents below the poverty line 
- 31.1% (2004)
Families with children under 5 below the poverty 
line - 39.4% (2000)
Unemployment rate (2008) - 9.9% - Kentucky 
rate 5.6%
Kentucky has 16 of  the top 100 poorest counties, 
McCreary is #2 in Kentucky

•

•

•

•

•

A B C D E F G H I E J F G K C C L M C G N E D M O C G P Q G H K Q R C S Q K B K B C T U R Q J D V M W B Q J P L C G



X Y

ge 4

Z [

Phantom Ball
\ ] ^ _ ` a _ b c d d e

f g h i j

q  $50 to buy a box of  nails q  Matching Funds?
q  $100 to buy sheetrock q  List name in publicity?
q  $250 to buy a window q  Interested in volunteering? 
q  $500 to buy lumber q  Send Gift Cards? 
q  $1,000 to buy a roof
q  $60,000 to buy a house
q  $_________ to help in any way possible

Thank you for your generous 100% tax deductible gift. 90% of  your 
donation goes directly to building homes in underserved areas of  the U.S.

Name  _______________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip  _______________________________________________

E-mail (optional)  _____________________________________________

Joshua House Fund w PO Box 1792 w Darien, CT 06820 
978-462-3085 w Web: www.joshuahousefund.org

Joshua House Fund is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to building houses in underserved 
areas of  the United States. These houses are built 
by volunteers from the Fairfield County area of  
Connecticut.

For United Way/Community Fund Donations

q  When filling out a UW/CF pledge form, 
specify the name and address of  Joshua 
House Fund - PO Box 1792 - Darien, CT 
06820—Tax ID # 06-1496638

q  When filling out an online form:

Specify the “recipient” or “designee” as 
the Joshua House Fund

Where prompted, choose to support 
“an agency supported by United Way/
Community Fund or other agency of  
my choice”

In the section “enter your own Agen-
cy,” fill in the name and address of  
Joshua House Fund.

Thank you for your support

•

•

•

Joshua House Fund Inc.

Bui ld ing Houses - -  Changing L ives

k l m n m o Y p Y q o Y r p o s n t u l Y u v m m w m w u s x m w s v m

y
n s z { | u u } v ~ | { v m o q r x | } q u o Y q q p u s p u Y } v } v ~

w s s n p Y v w x | } q w } v ~ u l m { s n • l € • ‚ m n r s v m m Y ~ m n q r

ƒ | z { m w } v u s l m q { €

„ } n p u u } z m u n } { { Y n u } • } { Y v u p Y n m Y q o Y r p Y z Y … m w u s p m m u l Y u

} v q m p p u l Y v Y o m m t u l m r l Y ‚ m z Y w m ~ n m Y u { n s ~ n m p p s v Y

l s z m € † v Y
y

m o o m m t p u l } p l s z m o } q q x m
y

} v } p l m w x r q s • Y q

o s n t m n p l } n m w x r u l m ‡ s p l | Y ˆ s | p m „ | v w €



J o s h u a  H o u s e  F u n d
Building Houses -- Changing Lives

P.O. Box 1792
Darien, CT  06820
Email: contact@joshuahousefund.org
Phone: 978-462-3085
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Return Service Requested

P. O. Box 1792 w Darien, CT  06820 w Email: contact@joshuahousefund.org w Phone: 978-462-3085

You can contribute to your 

local United Way/Com-

munity Fund campaign 

and help Joshua House 

Fund at the same time" 

Just write in Joshua House 

Fund, our address, and 

tax ID #06-1496638 and 

your donation will be sent 

directly to us.

WE’ RE ON THE WEB:
WWW.JOSHUAHOUSEFUND.ORG
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Dennis Shea
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Elizabeth Van Munching

WHO HAS GONE  ON THE  TRIP?
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