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Building Houses, Changing Lives

The Joshua House Fund
Thomas Ostberg

R ET U R N SE RV IC E R E QU E ST E D

Petter and Thomas Ostberg

Over 214 people have been on the Kentucky trip. When you see any of
them, ask them what they think about the experience.

Joshua House Fund 2018 Trip Participants, -- Top row: Robyn and Alex de Castro, Aileen
and Gigi Skolds, Brandi and Olivia Maniscalco, Ryann and Charlie Pegler, Petter and Thomas
Ostberg. Bottom row: Kerry and Tommy Bock, Charles and Christian Ochman, Kelly and Robbie
Stewart, Pat and Jamie Mullin. Not shown: Barb Luby, Kevin Treesh and Deirdre and Ross Smith
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Like us on:

Jennifer Barahona | Corey, Pam & Bill Bates | Fin & Jim Batson | Kerry &
Tommy Bock | Mary, Helene, Michael & Eric Collins | Harry, Margot, Dave,
George & Caroline Congdon | Carolyn, Alicia, Tricia & Chris Conley | Claire,
Katherine & Tracey Culliton | Michael, Danielle, Michael & Donna Correale |
Robyn & Alex de Castro | Kate, Sean, Elie, Mike, Thom, Greg & Pat Devlin
| Kevin Donalds | Charlie & Christy Duggan | Devin, Brendan, Brent & Kent
Eppley | William & Graham Foster | Angus & Amy Foster | Debra & John Goll
| Valerie Gorman | Laura & Kathy Hechtlinger | Chris Howard | Mike & Cathy
Kapsimalis | Kathryn & Debbie Lang | Christy, Maureen & Susan Lattimer |
Hilary & Paul LeBlanc | Larry Langello | Gary, Casey, Melanie & Kathy Larkins |
Charlie, Maureen & Rose Leitner | Barb Luby | Stuart, Dillon & Trevor Maclean
| Brandi & Olivia Maniscalco | Chris & Jake Martin | Bob McMahon | Deirdre,
John & Andrew McAllister | Quentin, Allison & Riggs McDermott | Lizzy &
Kim McGovern | Ann & Jimmy McKee | Mike & Diane McKeever | Francesca,
Alexander & Martin Milewski | Riley & Andrew Morrison | Pat, Anne, Tom &
Jamie Mullin | Dan & Nick Murphy | Tommy & Jim Murphy | Jackie, Andrew,
Eric, Victor & Deni Nesi | Alex & Claudia Newton | Susan O’Brian | Paige,
Monica, Kerry & Dale O’Brien | Caroline, Elizabeth, Michael Jr & Michael
Sr. O’Brien | Charles & Christian Ochman | Matt, Patty & Tony Orlando |
Petter, Alex, Christian, Nicolai & Thomas Ostberg | Michael & Mike Palumbo
| Ryann, Hutch, Charlie, & Will Pegler | Connor & Tim Percarpio | Chris,
Michelle, Tina & Chris Piccaro | Jane & Kate Renaud | Matt Reardon | Laura
Riordan | Jeb & Mary Rooney | Anne, Daniel, Tom & Graham Ross | Kristen,
Donald, Andrew & Mary Jo Rossbach | John, Peter & Andy Saulitis | Ali, David,
Luke & Diane Schmidt- Fellner | Dennis, Caitlin, Brian, Kathy & Dennis Shea
| Katherine, Brian & Laurie Sinacore | Aileen, Max, Alex, Nate & Gigi Skolds |
Ross Smith | Catherine, Alex & Bob Sprouls | Kelly, Danny & Robbie Stewart
| Connor, Cary & Anne Sullivan | Elisabeth & Pat Tone | Amy & Jean Traver |
Philip, Claire, Catherine & Kevin Treesh | Craig & Chuck Triano | Elizabeth Van
Munching | Alex, Christopher & Lisa von Stuelpnagel | Lisa, Emma & Graham
Webb | Patrick & Kathleen Wolf | Ellen, Peter & Maeve Zamsky

Joshua HouseFund, Inc.
is an independent,
non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization dedicated
to building houses for
impoverished families in
underserved areas of the
United States.

Our 2018 recipient families:
The Vanover family (left)
and Barnett family (right)

Passing the run down trailers on the side of the road, some
with no roofs; passing the remains of burned down houses or
abandoned houses, we were captured by the rolling hills and vast
forests in the middle of nowhere. The caravan of our four brand
new minivans rolled into the driveway of the building site. Here
we would spend the next few days building a house. All of the
native Kentucky workers had already begun working. Although
we clearly stood out in the community because of our appearance and attitude, the workers welcomed us and guided us on
the initial steps of the build.
Too quickly it was Wednesday, June 27, our third day in McCreary County, Kentucky. However, today was not a building day, it
was “Application Day,” the day when the teens on the trip would
interview and meet the candidates applying for a house next
year. As they started the process, I could hear snippets of the
stories of the struggling people: fires, flooding, mold, broken heating or air conditioning, deterioration and decay. One man had
driven forty-five minutes just to pick up his mom to drive to apply for the house. I was responsible for talking to the candidates
before they met with a board member. I heard stories about all
of the suffering these families had endured. One family had three
children already and needed a bigger house because five people
were living in a two-person trailer.
During the application process one applicant stood out to me,
and although she looked like everyone else in the community — ragged clothes, worn out shoes, tired look — she was
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The Joshua House Fund, continued...

exceptional in her spirit. She said to me,
“My house flooded so there is mold
everywhere making it hard for my kids to
breathe; it is hard to survive there.” She
told me about how her family is forced to
spend significant time outside, and how
cooking is very hard. She said her family
occasionally had to sleep on the porch
due to the lack of air the house provides.
However, I was most surprised when
she said, “I really need the house, but I
understand that someone may need it
more.” I was nodding along to the rest
of her story until this moment. I stopped,
unsure of what to say. I was surprised and
taken aback. I knew that only one or two
people would get a house and that the
rest would have to wait for another year
or more. Her comment was extremely
compassionate.

support each other in order for everyone
to make it through another day. I quickly
realized that the whole community possessed this compassion.
Driving away from the build site at the
end of our trip, it dawned on me that
the people of McCreary County live
totally different lives than me but have
fully embraced what it means to care for
others. Universal care and understanding
is key within their community and that is
how they are able to survive on very little.
I recognize now the silly things I complain
about in life mean nothing in the big
picture of life. Our community needs to
embrace the spirit of the people in McCreary County and apply it to our lives,
and only then can we truly understand
how lucky we are.

Above: JHF President,
Barb Luby and Petter Ostberg

My Trip to Kentucky
Alex de Castro

“These homes
continue to
provide hope
for the future.”

Right: Jamie Mullin, Olivia
Maniscalco, Gigi Skolds and
Charlie Pegler

Below: Robbie Stewart
and Alex de Castro

The community in Eastern Kentucky is
so tightly knit that this person knew that
other people’s problems were worse
than hers, and she was willing to share
that with me, jeopardizing her chances of
getting a new house. Even in her tough
situation, she was able to empathize with
those with even more compelling challenges. Many people in McCreary County
face this universal struggle. They have to

“I recognize now
the silly things
I complain
about... mean
nothing in the
big picture of life.”

Above: The home of the Vanover
family before JHF. The trailer has no
heat, the roof leaks and there is mold
causing breathing problems.
Near right: Ross and Deirdre Smith
Far right: Pat and Jamie Mullin

My trip to Kentucky really changed how
I look at the world. I think when people
look at a region like Appalachia and know
about how people there are struggling,
they often view it as a part of society that
is completely breaking down and desperately needs help in every way. During my
Joshua House trip, I found one of these
assumptions to be wrong. Yes, the people
need financial help, but there is a sense of
community that is very strong. They help
and support each other. For example, on
building days it was impressive to see how
they prepared a big lunch for the many
builders and volunteers and welcomed
us into their community. On the work
sites, they happily shared their knowledge
and were willing to show us the best way
to nail in the headers or put up walls.
They have a strong sense of family, as we
would often see grandparents and other

family members stopping by to offer their
support and thanks. It was clear that the
people we met in McCreary County
share a sense of pride and care deeply
about preserving their community.
After the trip, I also realized the full extent
of the impact Joshua House has on a
place like McCreary County. We build
homes for families very much in need,
which is a gift that brings joy to everyone
involved in the process. These homes also
continue to provide hope for the future.
We cannot give a safe home to everyone
in McCreary County all at once, but by
going down every year to try to make an
impact, a little at a time, we help them in
a meaningful way and let them know that
the world outside their community cares
about helping them make a better life.

The Value of Giving
Robyn de Castro

It is hard to pinpoint the best part about the Joshua House trip
to McCreary County, Kentucky. Being new to Joshua House, my
son and I were not sure what to expect, but we were excited
for a new adventure. As I reflect on our trip several months
later, I am appreciative of the opportunity and believe it was a
transformative experience.
We learned a great deal about the value of giving to those less
fortunate. We learned that it is a wonderful feeling to be able
to meaningfully give back with your own manual labor and time.
We learned some useful homebuilding skills (nailing roof shingles
is hard work!). We were reminded about what really matters as
we were met each day with genuine and welcoming smiles from
the McCreary County people. We learned about the value of
patience as the builders guided us
in tasks they could accomplish on
their own much more efficiently.
They taught us that the value was
not always in the speed, but in
bringing people together to accomplish a worthwhile goal with
a few laughs along the way.
We can take a lot for granted
living in this fast-paced area of
the world, where many gifts like a
great education and a nice home
are often a given. I will never
Robyn and Alex de Castro
forget the speechlessness and tears
of gratitude from the families during the home blessing ceremony. It was clear to us by the end of the trip that Joshua House
is making a long lasting contribution and leaving its mark on a
community which is very much in need and very different from
our own. Now that we are home, my son and I are excited to
continue working with Joshua House as well as share its mission
with others. There is no question that Joshua House, McCreary
County and all we learned that week will have a long lasting
impact on us as well.

					

A Bonding Experience
Ryann Pegler

This past June my son, Charlie and I traveled to Kentucky with
Joshua House to build not one, but two(!) houses for needy
families. I knew a bit about what to expect as my husband had
done the same trip two years earlier with our oldest son. I knew
that there would be some culture shock coming from a suburb
of New York City to the heart of Appalachia. I expected many
of the wonderful and difficult experiences connected with the
actual building of the houses. I expected to be amazed by the
patience and generosity of the builders we worked with, and
gratitude of the families we built the houses for. The emotions
expressed by the families at the house blessing is not something
I will soon forget.
What I didn’t quite expect was the bonding between Charlie
and I, and the whole group from
Darien. I can’t remember the last
time Charlie and I ever spent five
nights in a hotel room by ourselves.
- probably never! I will definitely
look back fondly on returning back
to our room exhausted after the
work day - shoes caked with mud,
collapsing on our beds sharing
whatever snacks we had on hand
before taking showers and joining
the larger group for our evening
activity and dinner. At the end of
the night we would both lie in
Charlie and Ryann Pegler
our separate beds channel surfing
before agreeing more often than not on Family Feud. A little
different from how most of our nights are spent at home during
the school week!
The bonding between the nine kids on our trip was also something I’ll remember for a long time. Even though they were not
all best friends at the outset (and some did not even know each
other), they immediately formed close relationships over hammering nails and shared mealtimes. One of my favorite memories is when we all gathered for a barbeque by the hotel pool
and the kids went to an adjacent parking lot for an impromptu
wiffle ball game. On the last day of our trip, kids and parents alike
were shedding tears over saying goodbye to our new friends in
Kentucky and also to each other. I have run into several of my
trip mates over the past few months and it’s always a pleasure
to hug and catch up – it feels like we all went to camp together
yet we all realize it was something more profound. I’m grateful
to Joshua House not only for the rewarding building experience,
but also the special memories created amongst our families.

Our Heartfelt Thanks

A New World Only 800 Miles Away

We would like to thank our contributors. With their generous support
JHF can continue to build homes for families in need.

Olivia Maniscalco

The first day of work I remember struggling to pound a nail. Immediately, Bill, one
of the builders from Kentucky coming
over and showing me to how to do it in
two hits. Instead of doing all of our nails in
two seconds, though, she let us do it ourselves. She could’ve gotten the job done
so much faster, but it was more important
to her to let us do it, to let us experience
the joy of building this house. It was a
simple act of selflessness that made us
appreciate her so much more.
Olivia and Brandi Maniscalo

I knew building two houses in McCreary
County, Kentucky, would be impactful,
but the new lense it gave me on life was
something I could never have anticipated.
Living in a place like Darien, Connecticut,
I had never seen the type of poverty that
was experienced in Kentucky. Because
of Joshua House, I am now someone
who will never again take for granted the
opportunities I get because of how and
where I have been raised.
I remember the first night of the trip,
everyone sat around a big table and was
handed a hammer and a work belt. We all
went around saying why we were here,
most of the kids with answers like “My
parents told me to go”, and parents with
“It’s a great opportunity to build a stronger bond with my child”. We walked out
of that room with our work supplies, excited to learn how to build a house, blind
to the fact that what we would learn was
not how to hammer a nail, but how lucky
we are to have what we have. We would
learn how to have a fun time without materialistic objects, and how to appreciate
life. We would regret saying our parents
made us go on this trip, because at the
end of the week, we would want to come
back and do it all over again. We would feel
guilty about hesitating spending five days of
our lives doing something that would help
people in need for the rest of theirs.

The kids on site offered a whole ‘nother
perspective for me. Logan, from one of
the houses, was about five years old, and
was in a fire in his old house. He was the
only one who heard the smoke alarm,
and woke up his entire family despite the
fact that his house was burning down.
Throughout the week, he made an impact
on all of the kids, playing with us, and
making fun with the little stuff he had. I
remember he had these three tiny kittens
that he would carry around, only to
return them to a little place in his garage.
He would run around and smile with
them, his smile representing his happiness
even when offered so little.
Application day was definitely one of the
most impactful parts of my trip. The purpose of the day was to start the process
of figuring out what family in McCreary
County would get a house next year.
I was not expecting nearly the type of
turnout that we got. There were about 40
applicants that showed up, all seeming to
be in dire need of a house. All filled out
the application for 10-15 minutes, some
coming with pictures of their current
living situation and references to vouch
for them, doing all they could to save their
family. I got to be the person that handed
off the applicants to talk to a board
member, which gave me the opportunity to talk to some of them about their
living situation. One lady talked about
her son having a disability, and how his

wheelchair couldn’t fit in the door to the
trailer they lived in. It was stories like this
that impacted me, because although they
desperately need a new house, there are
dozens of others with other horrendous
living situations. In just this little county of
Kentucky, there were hundreds of people
that needed new homes. I felt honored
that I had a part in fixing this, but guilty
that I could not do more.
The last day, blessing the houses we built
helped me to see the impact it had on
the families. They were all crying as we all
said a prayer to give the house good graces. We gave them presents, causing them
to cry more. They expressed how grateful
they were that we spent our week building them a house, but what they didn’t
know is it had just as big of an effect on
our lives. The mom of one of the house
recipients told my mom and I that she
cried for three days when she found out
she got the house, as they had been living
in a house with no air conditioning and
mold growing everywhere. She sobbed
again as she said this. All I did was pound
some nails which resulted in saving the life
of her family. Joshua House Foundation
gave me the opportunity to see life in a
new perspective forever.

Donation Years - October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2018
VIRTUOSO
($10,000 and above)
Mr. & Mrs. James Goll
GRANDMASTERS
($5,000- $9,999)
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Milewski
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Mullin
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Zamsky

MASTER CRAFTSMEN
($2,500 - $4,999)
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Culliton
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Foster
Mr. & Mrs. John Fraser
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hennessy
Mr. Thomas Kilgore
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Nesi
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Noto
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Michael O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Petter Ostberg
Mr. & Mrs. Hutchinson Pegler
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Shea
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Treesh

Mr. & Mrs. David Genovese
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Glassmeyer
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Leitner
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Maniscalco
Mr. & Mrs. J.R. McDermott
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Newton
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ochman
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Percarpio
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Raker
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Renaud

ARTISANS
($250 - $499)

Mr. & Mrs. Murat Alptekin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Arrix
Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Bowman
Ms. Karen Calby
Mr. & Mrs. David Callahan
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Conniff
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Devlin
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Fraser
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Garofoli
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Gasvoda
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Gill
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Jerge
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Kapsimalis
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Keller
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Knight
Mr. & Mrs. John Lavery
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin McFall
Mr. & Mrs. William Meyers
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Minella
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Moore
Mr. & Mrs. James Plutte
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Riordan
Ms. Ann Purcell
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Schmidt-Fellner Ms. Martha Rhein
Mr. & Mrs. John Skolds Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. William Rooney
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Skolds
Mr. & Mrs. John Sini
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sprouls
Mrs. Kelly Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Carter Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vrooman
Mr. Ian Webb &
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Wolf
Ms. Lisa Morrill Webb
Mr. & Mrs. James Wolfe
Mr. & Mrs. Woodberry
JOURNEYMEN
($500 - $999)
Apthorp Cleaners

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Mikael Andren
CRAFTSMEN
Mr. & Mrs. Roman Bninski
($1,000 - $2,499)
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Boston
Holloway Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James Coyne
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Armstrong Mrs. Mary Daly
Mr. & Mrs. John Duggan
Ms. Liz Berry
Mr. & Mrs. A. Frank Farley
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Blackman
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Gramps
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bock
Mr. & Mrs. George Castellion Mr. & Mrs. William Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond deCastro Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kindy
Ms. Barb Luby
Mr. & Mrs. John DeVita
Mr. & Mrs. Richard McDermott
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Donalds
Mr. & Mrs. John McNamara
Mr. & Mrs. David Durkin
Mr. & Mrs. James Murphy
Ms. Nicole Eades
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Powless
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Eppley
Payton Barnett

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sheridan
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Slotkin
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Triano

APPRENTICES
($100 - $249)
Rings End, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Albu
Ms. Jennifer Barahona
Ms. Susan Barr
Mr. Bill Bates
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Baurmeister
Ms. Lynne Bezikos
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Birsky
Ms. Anne Bolton
Ms. Judy Castellion
Ms. Anna Chase
Mr. Mickey Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Cragin
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Curran
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Curry
Dr. Eric Cutting
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Darby
Mr. & Mrs. John Del Col

Mr. & Mrs. Rob Duffy
Mr. & Mrs. John Forlivio
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Herling
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Hole
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hopkins
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hyatt
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Jaques
Mr. & Mrs. Ranjit Jayanti
Mr. & Mrs. James Keever
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Larson
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Leach
Mr. Robert Luby
Mr. & Mrs. Bob McGroarty
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon McKee
Mr. & Mrs. David Morrill
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald OBrian
Mr. & Mrs. John Olsen
Ms. Barbara Perrone
Mr. & Mrs. Brookes Ritchey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ross III
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Russell
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Sankey
Mr. Robert Schmidt
Mr. Bob Selz
Mr. & Mrs. William Siemers
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Stearns
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Taylor
Ms. Joan Threlkeld
Mr. & Mrs. John Vivenzio
Mr. & Mrs. Stephan von Jena
Mr. & Mrs. Bert von Stuelpnagel
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wildish
SUPPORTERS
($1 - $99)
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Angeline III
Ms. Michele Bayliss
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Brophy
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Chanda
Mr. Patrick Crotty
Ms. Margaret Didden
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Harte
Ms. Nancy Herbert
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Howley
Mr. & Mrs. George Luby
Ms. Anita Martindale
Mr. Shane O’Reilly
Ms. Jane Pedreira
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Ritchie
Mr. Greg Ruffa &
Ms. Lisa Gallagher
Mrs. Joanne Moore Sezon
Mr. Jeff Sibilio
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Wohlberg
M. Li Yang

